
I rate  th is  ride  as  one  of th e  m os t s pe ctacular ride s  in s outh e rn California. It s tarts  h igh  above  th e  

city of Palm  Springs  at th e  Pinion Flats  cam pground and w inds  it's  w ay dow n to Palm  Springs . 

Approxim ate ly 30 m ile s  of m os tly s ingle  track  w ith  a fe w  s h ort m ile s  of s om e tim e s  s andy fire  road 

m ak e s  th is  ride  a pre m ie r ch oice  for s trong s ingle  s pe e de rs  and ge are d bik e  ride rs  alik e . Don't be  

foole d in th ink ing th at loos ing ove r 4000' of altitude  on th e  ride  w ill m ak e  it an e as y ride - IT ISN'T!! 

Th e  firs t 4.3 m ile s  of th e  trail are  prim arily dow nh ill s ingle  track . At tim e s  rough  and s om e w h at 

te ch nical, th e  trail alw ays  h ugs  th e  canyon w alls  and re q uire s  conce ntration and balance  to avoid 

th e  various  s pe cie s  of cacti and th e  protruding rock s  from  th e  canyon w all. A cras h  h e re  can h urt! I 

com pare  th e s e  nas ty and te ch nical s e ctions  to th e  Silve rado Motorw ay. 

Afte r th e  firs t dow nh ill s e ction w e  e nte r m ile s  of de s e rt s ingle  track  w ith  num e rous  w as h e s  - too 

m any to count. Som e  pe rfe ctly ridable  oth e rs  ne e d to be  w alk e d, w h ich  give s  us  th e  opportunity to 

s oak  in th e  gorge ous  de s e rt flora s h ow ing off th e ir s pe ctacular color s ch e m e s , m ak ing th e  trail is  

ne ve r once  boring. Occas ionally, th e  trail dis appe ars  and w e  ne e d to fall back  on our old boy s cout 

s k ills . But not to w orry, you can't ge t los t in a canyon unle s s  you clim b th e  w alls  out of it.  

Eve ntually w e 'll com e  to th e  one  and only longe r fire  road clim b e nding at Dunn's  De s e rt Ride r's  

Oas is  (DDRO). Th at's  q uie t a fancy nam e  for a couple  of picnic table s  and and old e arth  m oving 

m ach ine . H ow e ve r, DDRO is  als o th e  e nd (or be ginning) of 2 s pe ctacular trails - th e  Art Sm ith  Trail, 

anoth e r s upe r and te ch nical ride  for anoth e r day righ t th rough  th e  bre e ding are a of th e  e ndange re d 

California Bigh orn Sh e e p- and th e  H ah n Bue na Vis ta Trail, w h ich  w ill be  th e  one  w e  are  tak ing. 



Th e  H ah n Trail is  about 1/2m ile  of s ingle  track  clim b and th e n it's  all dow nh ill from  th e re . Th is  trail 

is  as  clos e  to pe rfe ction as  it can ge t for a m ountain bik e r and about 4 m ile s  of it!! Als o, it's  now  at 

th at tim e  of th e  day, w h e n th e  s un s tarts  s e tting and th e  ligh t w ill give  you a totally ne w  im pre s s ion 

and appre ciation of th e  various  s pe cie s  of cacti and th e  de s e rt e nvironm e nt. Th e  inte rplay of 

s unligh t, de s e rt te rrain and th e  de s e rt flora is  s im ply bre ath  tak ing. At th e  e nd of th e  H ah n Trail w e  

s tay dow n in a w as h  for a s h ort dis tance  and th e n go up W ild H ors e  Trail to th e  Clara Burge s s  Trail 

w h e re  w e  go le ft and ride  along th e  ridge  for our final de s ce nd to Palm  s prings .

Spe ctacular vie w s  of th e  Coach e lla Valle y, bas k ing in th e  las t s unligh t, w ill aw ait us  and th e  las t 

s tre tch  of our ride  h as  be gan. W e  can lite rally s m e ll and tas te  th e  w e ll de s e rve d pizza and th e  

pitch e rs  of be e r w aiting for us  dow n in th e  city. Ah , and ye s , if s om e one  didn't ge t h is  or h e r fill of 

s ingle  track , you can tak e  th e  goat trails  for s om e  final te ch nical s ingle  track  tow ards  tow n. 

Pe rs onally, I opt for th e  fire  road. It de finite ly ge ts  us  15 m inute s  fas te r to th e  be e r and pizza .




