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885 St. Charles Dr. #11, Thousand Oaks, CA  91360  

805 373-8824   e-mail:  mtbikesman@aol.com

web site:  http://www.nrmbc.org

	October 2004


Calendar of Events


Saturday
October 2
9:30 a.m. (½)
Randy:  Cheeseboro/Bell Canyon Loop

Saturday
October 2
4:00 p.m. (( ( ( ( ()
Grahams Wine Tasting Party!


Sunday
October 3
9:30 a.m. ()
Joanna:  Sycamore Canyon


  Tuesday
October 5
6:00 p.m. ()
Tony:  Grasslands

Thursday
October 7
6:00 p.m. ()
Bob:  Lang Ranch/Long Canyon (New meeting spot!)


Saturday
October 9
7:30 a.m. 
Conejo Trail Work Days


Sunday
October 10
9:00 a.m. ()
Joanna:  Cheeseboro)
Tamara:  Chumash/Hummingbird Loop  
 
Tuesday
October 12
6:00 p.m. (

Thursday
October 14
6:00 p.m. ()
Tamara:  Space Mountain

Saturday
October 16
8:00 a.m. (( ( ( ( ()
CORBA 17th Birthday Party


Sunday
October 17
9:30 a.m. ()
Tony:  Sycamore Canyon½)
Tamara:  Westridge/Sullivan Canyon

Tuesday
October 19
6:00 p.m. ( to 

Thursday
October 21
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Wildwood


Fri – Sun
Oct 22 – 24
(( ( ( ( ()
Kernville Fat Tire Festival


Saturday
October 23
9:00 a.m. ()
Mark: Grasslands/Short Bulldog Loop


Sunday
October 24
9:30 a.m. ()



Tuesday
October 26
6:00 p.m. ()
Tamara:  Cheeseboro


Thursday
October 28
6:00 p.m. ()
Joanna:  Grasslands

Saturday
October 30
9:30 a.m. ()
Randy:  Backbone @ Encinal


Saturday
October 30
9:30 a.m. (½)
Ginni:  Cheeseboro


Saturday
October 30
4:00 p.m. (( ( ( ( ()
Halloween Keg Party @ Kickstand Pete’s!


Sunday
October 31
10:00 a.m. ()
Tamara:  Space Mountain/Rosewood Loop

RDR = Ride Difficulty Rating:  

One star  represents an easy ride for beginners.  

Five stars  represents a difficult ride that is for advanced riders. 
To have the newsletter mailed to you please send $15.00/year to Randy Rogers at the address above.

Make check to “Randy Rogers/NRMB”

The Fine Print

By riding with the North Ranch Mountain Bikers I understand and accept the following: 

· I understand that mountain biking can be dangerous and accidents can result in either injury or death.  
· I understand there is no charge for the bike rides.   
· I understand that the trails the North Ranch Mountain Bikers ride may not be verified for safety or ridability. 
· I understand that it is my responsibility to determine if my riding skills match the difficulty of the trail we are riding on. 
· I understand that the ride leaders accept no responsibility for my safety on any ride and that I undertake any ride knowing that I and I alone am responsible for my safety on the ride.
NEWS FOR EVERYONE

Saturday, October 2nd:  Grahams Wine Tasting Party!  Well, summer is pretty much over (where did it go!) so let's commiserate with a wine tasting and BBQ!  Last May we did white so it's time for red again - sorry carpet!  We'll make it Pinot Noir this time, which researchers now say has components that may lengthen your life!  This wine has a rather fickle grape and the variety in quality is large, so that should make things easier for the wine neophyte!


You know the drill - if you want to be eligible for the valuable prizes, bring a 750 ml bottle of Pinot Noir (thank goodness there isn't a 'two buck Chuck' version!).  If you don't have time to bring a bottle, you can taste and score - you just won't be eligible for the fabulous prizes!  We'll brown-bag them all, blind-taste them, score them and pick the winners.  By the way, for those of you who play ping-pong, I have a fancy new table, so practice up!


When:  4:00 pm onwards on Saturday 2nd October. Wine tasting typically starts around 5:30 to 6:00 pm.

Where: 6122 Lockhurst Drive, Woodland Hills CA 91367 (if you use Map Quest, I'm on the section of Lockhurst drive south of Calvert Street, not north!)

Bring: 750 ml (standard size) of Pinot Noir, if you want to win a prize and maybe something to BBQ or a salad.  I will provide the usual homemade ice cream.

Directions:  Take 101 to the Mulholland/Valley Circle exit - head north (left over the freeway from Thousand Oaks) up Valley Circle.  After 1.3 miles, turn right on Burbank by El Camino High School.  Stay on the main road, which becomes Platt (don't turn right on the continuation of Burbank).  Turn left at the fourth traffic light (about 1/2 mile) on to Calvert.  Turn left on to Lockhurst after a couple of blocks, just past the stop sign.  My house is on the left just past the red house – 6122 
Phone:  (818) 884 0998.

Saturday, October 9th:  14th Annual Conejo Open Space TRAIL WORK DAY.  With some justification we have a reputation for not helping to maintain the trails even though we do our part to help wear them out. Now is our chance to redeem ourselves by having a big turnout of North Ranch Mountain Bikers! Once a year, COSCA organizes a day to help repair needy local trails. We will spend a few hours in the morning working to improve our recreational resources, and then return for a barbecue lunch and bike giveaway. Make sure to eat breakfast beforehand and bring water, snack, work gloves, long sleeve shirt and eye protection. Sturdy shoes or boots and long pants are required. COSCA provides all trail maintenance tools and shuttles to the trails. Meet at the Conejo Community Center in Thousand Oaks.  (Botanical Garden Entrance off Gainsborough Road.)


· 7:30 – 8:00 Registration & Board Busses


· 8:00 – 12:00 Trail Work


· 12:00 – 2:00 Free BBQ and Bike Giveaway!

This is the biggest event of the year, bringing together hundreds of Open Space enthusiasts!
Saturday, October 16th:  CORBA's 17th Annual Birthday Bash and Poker Ride.  Join us for CORBA's biggest fundraising event (not to mention CORBA's biggest PARTY) of the year! 


· Place: Malibu Creek State Park


· Poker Ride Check-In: 8:00AM - 10:30AM


· Poker Ride (Helmets Required!): 8:00AM - Noon


· BBQ Lunch: 11:30AM - 1:30PM


· Raffle: 1:00PM

Cost is $20.  Pre-register and receive 10 raffle tickets.  Go to the following website to download a copy of the pre-registration form:  http://www.corbamtb.com/website/html-home/home-whatsnew-bday-2004.html  Join CORBA or renew your membership between now and October 4, 2003 and receive 10 additional raffle tickets.  Day-of-event registrants receive 5 raffle tickets.

October 22 – 24:  14th Annual Kernville Fat Tire Festival!  Every year the NRMB has a strong contingent of riders going to the KFTF.  I’m sure this year will be no different.  Mountain Bike Magazine rates the KFTF as one of the top 5 festivals in the western states.  This great 3 day weekend includes 3 awesome rides, a pizza party, bike rodeo, a rock’n Halloween costume party Saturday evening and a Sunday morning breakfast complete with raffle.  Cost is $90.

If you need a sign-up sheet go to www.mtnriver.com and download a pdf file with the sign-up form. There is more info on our website at http://www.nrmbc.org/Trips/Kernville/Kernville2004/KernvilleTrip2004-10.htm. Most of us will be doing the following rides:


Friday – Alta Sierra (ride #2)


Saturday – Kern Canyon (ride #3)


Sunday – Cannell (ride #4)

Saturday, October 30th:  Three Club Halloween Keg Party @ Kickstand Pete’s!  Come in costume if you’ve got one or come as a lycra-clad geek, but don’t miss the “bottomless” free beer!!!  Pete got a steal of a deal on a full sized keg of “Hollywood Blonde” draft beer (from a Valley microbrewery) and needs help drinking it all.  BYO food to bbq plus any non-beer drinks you may want.  This will be a joint party with NRMB, SBMBC and the Old Cranks, a local roadie group.

Time: 4:00 p.m.

Address:  1448 Eastwind Circle, Westlake Village

Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Westlake Blvd exit in Westlake Village.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south on Westlake Blvd (towards the ocean).  Make a left on Agoura Rd (2nd traffic light).  Make a right on La Venta (2nd traffic light).  At the guardhouse, tell the guard that you are a guest of “Kickstand” Pete Newman.  Cross over the bridge and make a right on Oakshore.  Make another right on Eastwind.  Pete’s phone number is (805) 494-6807.

WEEKEND RIDES

Saturday, October 2nd:  Cheeseboro/Bell Canyon Loop.  We will start by going up to Shepherds Flats turn right and then climb up the Edison Powerline Road.  After some wild technical single track in the backwoods, we drop down into the old Ahmenson's Ranch area and then a grueling ride back up to the Cheeseboro area.  It's all downhill back to the cars and then off for a bite to eat.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m.   RDR =½    RL: Randy
Directions:  Exit the 101 Freeway at the Chesebro off ramp in Agoura, go north for about a mile and turn to the right when you get to the park entrance.  Go up the short road to the dirt parking lot.  This is the place.

Sunday, October 3rd:  Sycamore Canyon.  We will pedal across the Wendy connector trail and down into the scenic Sycamore Canyon. From there we will take the Sin Nombre and Two Foxes singletracks and head on to the beach. We will backtrack the same way back to the cars.  This ride is approximately 16 miles round trip and should take about 2 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.  RDR = SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"

SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"  RL:  Joanna  Home phone: (805) 241-9772

Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Wendy exit in Newbury Park.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south on Wendy until it dead-ends at Potrero Road.  Park in the adjacent dirt parking area.
Sunday, October 10th: Chumash/Hummingbird Loop.  We will make a moderate to difficult climb up a fairly technical singletrack, a.k.a. Chumash.  When we reach the fireroad at the top we will descend the Rocky Peak fireroad a few miles till we meet up with Hummingbird.  The descent down this singletrack is lots of fun but can be rather technical and steep in some sections.  This is a loop ride that is approximately 13 miles round trip and should take about 3.5 hours to complete. Meeting time is 9:00 a.m. and ride time is 9:15 a.m.  RDR =   RL:  Tamara  Cell phone: (805) 490-3650
Directions:  Take the 118 Freeway to the Yosemite Avenue exit in Simi Valley.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed north to Flanagan and make a right.  Park on the side of the road at the end of Flanagan.  We will assemble there.
Saturday, October 16th:  CORBA's 17th Annual Birthday Bash and Poker Ride.  Join us for CORBA's biggest fundraising event (not to mention CORBA's biggest PARTY) of the year!   See write up above for details.

Sunday, October 17th:  Westridge/Sullivan Canyon.  This is a loop ride that begins with a moderate to fairly difficult climb up the Caballero singletrack to dirt Mulholland.  From here it is a moderate climb on fireroad to the Nike tower.  We will then ride the Westridge singletrack all the way down to where the dirt meets the road.  Although the descent is mostly downhill, there are some rather challenging uphill sections along the way.  Should you deem any section of the singletrack too difficult, there are numerous spots where you can cut over onto the paralleling fireroad.  At the bottom we will regroup and ride a little bit of pavement over to Sullivan Canyon.  From here it’s another moderate to difficult climb back up to dirt Mulholland.  The ride ends with a fun downhill thrill on Caballero. This ride is approximately 15 miles round trip and should take about 3.5 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.      RDR = to ½ RL: Tamara  Cell phone: (805) 490-3650
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Reseda Blvd. exit in Tarzana.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south (towards the ocean).  Continue up Reseda a couple of miles and park on the street at the trailhead.  If you pass the Braemar Country Club you've gone too far.  
Saturday, October 23rd:  Grasslands/Short Bulldog Loop. The trail begins at De Anza Park and meanders along until we reach the main part of Malibu Creek State Park. We'll continue on to the old MASH site then climb up “Little Bulldog”. We will then descend through the Malibou Lake residential area and back out to the park. Approximate distance 14 miles. Ride time should be about 2- 2½ hours.  Meeting time is 9:00 a.m. and ride time is 9:15 a.m.  RDR =   RL: Mark
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Lost Hills Road exit in Calabasas.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  Park in the lot for DeAnza Park located on the northwest corner of Lost Hills and Las Virgines Roads.  This is our meeting spot.

Saturday, October 30th:  Backbone @ Encinal.   We will begin the ride with the newer section of the trail off of Zuma Ridge Motorway.  It is approximately 10 miles along the Backbone singletrack to the parking area at the top of Coral Canyon. This trail has a lot of ups and downs and is quite technical in some sections.  We’ll stop at the parking area for a while and take in the view.  The ride back to the cars will proceed along the same trail.  This ride is approximately 20 miles round trip and should take about 4 hours to complete. Meeting time is 9:30 a.m.  RDR = SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"

SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"

SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"

SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"

SYMBOL 171 \f "Wingdings"  RL:  Randy
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Kanan exit in Agoura Hills.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  Take Kanan for several miles until you reach Mulholland Hwy.  At Mulholland make a right (west) and proceed to Encinal Canyon Road.  Stay on Encinal.  Just after you pass the water treatment plant on the left you’ll see the fireroad (also on your left) that we’ll be starting at.  Pass the fireroad and round the corner.  Park in the dirt area just off the road.

Saturday, October 30:  Cheeseboro.   The numbers just keep growing! It’s wonderful to have so many new riders joining us on our get-aways. We’ll start out in the upper parking lot and ride out to Sulphur Springs, then on to Palo Camado and perhaps down into the canyon depending on how everyone feels.  So dust off those bikes and let those tires touch some dirt, and come on out and have a great time.  Meeting time is 9:30 and ride time is 9:45 a.m.   RDR = ½   RL:  Ginni  Cell Phone (805) 660-2410
Directions:  Take the Chesebro exit, off of the 101 Freeway in Agoura Hills, and go north. On the north side of the freeway, follow the road as it curves left. At the first stop sign (Old Agoura) turn right (which is the continuation of Chesebro road). Keep going for about 3/4 mile up Chesebro road (over the narrow bridge) and turn right into the Cheeseboro lower parking lot. You can park here or try to get a parking spot in the upper dirt lot where we will meet.   
Sunday, October 31st:  Space Mountain/Rosewood Loop. This is a fun loop ride with lots of singletrack and switchbacks for your biking enjoyment.  We start with a singletrack climb up Space Mountain.  Then we’ll continue along the Los Robles Trail to the ‘Lookout’ and take a break at the picnic table.  Then it’s time to catch some thrills as we make our way down the Rosewood Singletrack to Lynn Road.  After a short jaunt on pavement we are back on dirt again.  This portion of the trail has a few ups and downs and connects with the whoop-de-doo trail that leads back to the cars.  This ride is approximately 12 miles and should take about 2½ hours.  Meeting time is 10:00 a.m. and ride time is 10:15 a.m.  RDR =  RL: Tamara  Cell phone: (805) 490-3650
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Moorpark Road exit in Thousand Oaks.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  Take Moorpark till it dead-ends at Greenmeadow Avenue and park.  This is our meeting spot. 

EVENING RIDES

Tuesday & Thursday Nights.  Meeting time is 6:00 p.m. and ride time is 6:15 p.m.  The length of all rides is between 10 & 15 miles with ride times of 1½ – 2½ hours. All rides are rated 3 star. The specific route taken will be determined at the trailhead.  Ride leaders (RL):

Charlotte: (805) 890-1234 or twirlygal2@aol.com
Joanna:  (805) 241-9772 or JRogersmr@cs.com 
Tamara:  (805) 490-3650 or MtnBykGirl@att.net 

Tony:  (805) 405-1331 or trailrider@verizon.net
Bob Price (Guest leader for Oct 7):  price@vitesse.com 

Tuesday, Oct. 5th: Grasslands/Malibu Creek.  Meeting place:  De Anza Park in Calabasas.  RL: Tony

Thursday, October 7th: Lang Ranch/Long Canyon (New meeting spot and guest ride leader!).  Meeting place:  heading north on the 23 toward Simi, get off at Sunset Blvd and turn right.  Continue straight until just before you get to the guard shack.  Park in the lot on the right. RL: Bob

Tuesday, October 12th:  Cheeseboro.  Meeting place:  lower paved parking lot at Cheeseboro.  RL: Joanna

Thursday, October 14th: Space Mountain.  Meeting place: dirt lot at south end of Moorpark Road.  RL: Tamara

Tuesday, October 19th:  Sycamore Canyon.  Meeting place: Steve Clark’s house 3168 Holloway Ct.  (Take Wendy Drive towards Sycamore Cyn…about a mile after Kimber turn left onto Holloway…Steve’s house is on the right.)  RL: Tony

Thursday, October 21st:  Wildwood.  Meeting place:  Dirt parking lot at the west end of Avenida de los Arboles.  RL: Charlotte

Tuesday, October 26th:  Cheeseboro.  Meeting place:  lower paved parking lot at Cheeseboro.  RL: Tamara

Thursday, Oct. 28th: Grasslands/Malibu Creek.  Meeting place:  De Anza Park in Calabasas.  RL: Joanna
That's all for this newsletter.  Say Happy Halloween, Ginni.  "Happy Halloween Ginni!"  

Hey Tam, I’m going to be Superman for Halloween.  What will you be?  "A chunk of Kryptonite!"

And I will see you in the saddle,
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Randy Rogers    805 373-8824   e-mail:  mtbikesman@aol.com

Tamara    805 375-0709    MtnBykGirl@att.net

Backhills Bob    805 584-6831   bicyclebob1@goodtobebob.com

Ginni  805-582-0424  MtnBykerChik@aol.com

Charlotte (805) 890-1234 Twirlygal2@aol.com
Mark   marklrobinson@sbcglobal.net

Joanna (805) 479-3087
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