North Ranch Mountain Bikers

Randy Rogers, 885 St. Charles Dr. #11, Thousand Oaks, CA  91360

e-mail:  mtbikesman@aol.com
805 373-8824   
web site:  http://www.nrmbc.org

	June  2004


Calendar of Events
  Tuesday
June 1
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Cheeseboro 
  & 
  Tuesday
June 1
5:30 p.m. (½)
Ginni:  Cheeseboro

  Thursday
June 3
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Grasslands

Saturday
June 5
8:00 a.m. 
CORBA National Trail Day:  Malibu Creek State Park

Saturday
June 5
9:00 a.m. ()
Tamara:  Mt Pinos

Sunday
June 6
9:30 a.m. ()
Joanna:  Grasslands/Short Bulldog Loop

Sunday
June 6
9:30 a.m. (½)
Ginni/Sam:  Sycamore from the Beach

  Tuesday
June 8
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Lang Ranch/Long Canyon**
  & 
  Tuesday
June 8
5:30 p.m. (½)
Ginni:  Grasslands
  Thursday
June 10
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Cheeseboro

Saturday
June 12
9:00 a.m. ()
Tamara:  Strawberry Peak

Sunday
June 13
9:00 a.m. ()
Tamara:  Space Mountain/Rosewood Loop

  Tuesday
June 15
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Space Mountain
  & 
  Tuesday
June 15
5:30 p.m. (½)
Ginni:  Cheeseboro

  Thursday
June 17
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Sycamore Canyon

Saturday
June 19
9:30 a.m. ()
Randy:  Bulldog Tapia Loop

Saturday
June 19
7:00 p.m. 
Party at David’s

Sunday
June 20
9:30 a.m. (½)
 Ginni:  Sycamore from the Beach

Sunday
June 20
9:30 a.m. (½)
Joanna:  Sycamore from the Beach

  Tuesday
June 22
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Wildwood
 & 
  Tuesday
June 22
5:30 p.m. (½)
Ginni:  Wildwood

  Thursday
June 24
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Cheeseboro

Saturday
June 26
9:30 a.m. (½)
Randy:  Cheeseboro/Bell Canyon Loop

Sunday
June 27
8:30 a.m. 
Mark:  Hike Old Boney to Caves

Sunday
June 27
9:30 a.m. ()
Joanna:  Sycamore

  Tuesday
June 29
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Grasslands
 & 
  Tuesday
June 29
5:30 p.m. (½)
Ginni:  Grasslands

Sat & Sun
July 10 & 11

San Luis Obispo



Mid August

TBD

Sat & Sun
Sep 18 & 19

Big Bear

Fri – Sun
Oct 22 – 24

Kernville Fat Tire Festival

RDR = Ride Difficulty Rating:  

One star  represents an easy ride for beginners.  

Five stars  represents a difficult ride that is for advanced riders. 
The Fine Print

By riding with the North Ranch Mountain Bikers I understand and accept the following: 


I understand that mountain biking can be dangerous and accidents can result in either injury or death.  


I understand there is no charge for the bike rides.   


I understand that the trails the North Ranch Mountain Bikers ride may not be verified for safety or ridability. 


I understand that it is my responsibility to determine if my riding skills match the difficulty of the trail we are riding on. 

I understand that the ride leaders accept no responsibility for my safety on any ride and that I undertake any ride knowing that I and I alone am responsible for my safety on the ride.
News for Everybody:
Saturday, June 5th:  CORBA National Trail Day,  Malibu Creek State Park.  Time: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  This year’s event is a joint project day between the NPS and the California State Parks. Work will proceed along the Tapia Spur trail, to see how it held up in its first year after being extended.  For more information checkout: 

http://www.corbamtb.com/website/pdf/ntd2004.pdf
Saturday, June 19th:  Party at David’s.  Come out and join myself and the rest of your mountain biking buddies for an evening of food, libations, music, dancing and just plain old craziness at North Ranch’s latest party venue:  David’s new pad! I will be providing some food and drinks. Please feel free to bring a dish/drinks to share and a guest. Also, don’t forget to bring your dancing shoes, Jacuzzi suit, and your appetite for a good time! Alan will be treating us to a set of live music!

Host & Location: David Buechel.  380 Sundance Street, Thousand Oaks.  7:00 p.m. until whenever.  Phone: 805-492-6069

Directions:  From the 101, exit Lynn Road and head north to Starfire (past Wildwood Ave.) turn left. Immediately turn right on Sundance St.  From the 23, exit Olsen Road and head west. After passing CLU turn right on Starfire and immediately turn right on Sundance St.

July 10th & 11th:  San Luis Obispo:  Details of the trip will follow shortly on both the e-group and the NRMB website.  For now, be sure to set aside this weekend for 2 days of fun biking in the SLO area.
Randy's Renowned Rides:

Saturday, June 19th:  Bulldog/Tapia Loop.  This is a loop ride with beautiful vistas of both the mountains and the ocean.  The climb up bulldog is rather difficult due to its steepness and length, approximately 3.7 miles to the top.  From here we will climb the Castro Crest fireroad and meet up with the rather technical Backbone singletrack that leads to the Corral Canyon parking lot. Continuing on, we’ll take Mesa Peak, which has several good climbs and descents.  There is a great downhill to be enjoyed once we reach the Tapia fireroad.  At the bottom we’ll hook-up with the Tapia Spur Connector trailhead, which will lead us back into Malibu Creek State Park.  This ride is approximately 20 miles round trip and should take about 4½ hours to complete. Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR = 
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Las Virgenes Road exit in Calabasas.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  The park entrance is on the West Side of the road just south of Mulholland.  There is a $5.00 parking fee for parking inside the park.  We will assemble in the last parking lot by the restrooms.
Saturday, June 26th:  Cheeseboro/Bell Canyon Loop.  My bike broke down on this ride in April so why not do it again?  We will start by going up to Shepherds Flats turn right and then climb up the Edison Powerline Road.  After some wild technical single track in the backwoods, we drop down into the old Ahmenson's Ranch area and then a grueling ride back up to the Cheeseboro area.  It's all downhill back to the cars and then off for a bite to eat.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.  

Directions:  Exit the 101 Freeway at the Chesebro off ramp in Agoura, go north for about a mile and turn to the right when you get to the park entrance.  Go up the short road to the dirt parking lot.  This is the place.    RDR  =½
Tamara's Titillating Treks:

Please contact Tamara if you are interested in guest leading a ride.  If you have a favorite trail that we’ve not done before and you’d like to share it with the group let me know and we’ll work out the details.

Saturday, June 5th:  Mt. Pinos.  There’s nothing like mountain biking in the pines!!!  Mt. Pinos is the tallest peak in Ventura County at over 8000 feet.  Although it’s a strenuous ride up the mountain it’s mucho fun (especially on the downhill return).  It’s 99% rideable and 100% fun.  We will ride the very scenic McGill Trail to the top of Mt. Pinos.  It’s a tough climb so we’ll make a few stops on the way up.  We’ll bike to the peak and take in the awesome 360 view.  The trip back is a blast and descends along the same trail.  This ride is approximately 18 miles round trip and should take about 5 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:00 a.m.    RDR  = 
Directions:  Drive up Interstate 5 about 25 miles North of Magic Mountain.  Exit at the Fraizer Park exit.  Turn left and go under the freeway.  We’ll meet at the Texaco gas station on the right side of the street.  It’s about a 1½-hour drive from the Conejo Valley.

Saturday, June 12th: Strawberry Peak Loop.  The ride starts with a 3 mile fireroad climb up Josephine Road.  At the top of the fireroad we’ll ride around Strawberry Peak on a newly rebuilt singletrack that clings to the mountainside.  The trail has a lot of exposure, although not too technical, some may want to walk extended sections.  After 2 miles of contouring, there is a fun, swooping descent before the trail climbs another 2 miles up a switchback singletrack.  Then it’s time to hang on for the descent of your life; with lots of exposure, the singletrack curves in and out with views of the highway way, way below you.  Eventually the trail heads away from the cliffs and you can let go of the brakes and enjoy some whoop-de-doo jumps down to the road.  The last 5 miles follows the upper section of the Gabrielino Trail where exposure it no longer a factor.  This section has lots of fun corners and rocky sections to enjoy before ending at Switzer’s campground.  Lastly, there is a steep one mile road climb back to the cars.  Total distance is 16.6 miles with 1400’ of climbing.

Meeting time is 9:00 a.m.    RDR = 
Directions:  From the intersection of I-210 and CA2 in La Canada, take CA2 (Angeles Crest Highway) north into Angeles National Forest.  After 9 miles of twisting roads, you'll reach the intersection with Angeles Forest Highway.  The parking lot for Switzer is on the right.  Park here.  

Sunday, June 13th:  Space Mountain/Rosewood Loop. This is a fun loop ride with lots of singletrack and switchbacks for your biking enjoyment.  We start with a singletrack climb up Space Mountain.  Then we’ll continue along the Los Robles Trail to the ‘Lookout’ and take a break at the picnic table.  Then it’s time to catch some thrills as we make our way down the Rosewood Singletrack to Lynn Road.  After a short jaunt on pavement we are back on dirt again.  This portion of the trail has a few ups and downs and connects with the whoop-de-doo trail that leads back to the cars.  This ride is approximately 12 miles and should take about 2½ hours.  Meeting time is 9:00 a.m. and ride time is 9:15 a.m.    RDR =
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Moorpark Road exit in Thousand Oaks.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  Take Moorpark till it dead-ends at Greenmeadow Avenue and park.  This is our meeting spot. 

Bob’s BackHills will return soon.

Ginni’s Gentle Get-Aways:

Sunday, June 6th:  Sycamore Canyon from the Beach.  Sam Grant will be guest leading this ride. We’ll begin at the parking lot and ride up the main fireroad, cross over to the Sin Nombre and Two Foxes singletracks, then back to the fireroad and on to the parking lot. Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR =symbol 171 \f "Wingdings" \s 10 ½
Directions:  Take PCH to Big Sycamore Canyon State Park, about 4-5 miles northwest of Kanan Road.  If you don’t want to pay the $5 fee for parking in the lot you can look for parking on PCH.  We’ll meet in front of the bathrooms, located just off of the main parking lot across PCH from the beach.

Sunday, June 20th:  Sycamore Canyon from the Beach.  We’ll begin at the parking lot and ride up the Big Sycamore Trail to the infamous blacktop, then backtrack to both the Sin Nombre and the Two Foxes singletracks and then back to the main fireroad and on to the parking lot.  This ride is approximately 15 miles round trip.   Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR =symbol 171 \f "Wingdings" \s 10 ½
 

Directions:  Take PCH to Big Sycamore Canyon State Park, about 4-5 miles northwest of Kanan Road.  If you don’t want to pay the $5 fee for parking in the lot you can look for parking on PCH.  We’ll meet in front of the bathrooms, located just off of the main parking lot across PCH from the beach.

symbol 171 \f "Wingdings" \s 10 ½ Tuesday, After Work Rides: 

Cheeseboro – Meet in the upper parking lot.

Grasslands  – Meet at Juan de Anza park.

Wildwood   – Meet in the dirt parking lot at the west end of Avenida de Los Arboles.

Joanna's Joyous Jaunts: Joanna’s home phone: (805) 241-9772
Sunday, June 6th: Grasslands/Short Bulldog Loop.  We will traverse the grassy knolls into the canyons of Malibu State Park.  Riding through the “crags” we will arrive at the “Bulldog” climb. We will climb a portion of this hill, then loop around through Malibou Lake, past the MASH site and back to DeAnza Park. This ride is approximately 14 miles and should take approximately 3 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR =
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Lost Hills Road exit in Calabasas.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  Park in the lot for DeAnza Park located on the northwest corner of Lost Hills and Las Virgenes Roads.  This is our meeting spot.

Sunday, June 20th:  Sycamore from the Beach.  We will climb up the Overlook Fireroad, enjoying the fabulous surrounding ocean views. At the Guadalasca Singletrack we will make our descent to the canyon floor and back to the ocean side of Sycamore.  This ride is approximately 15 miles round trip and should take approximately 3 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR =symbol 171 \f "Wingdings" \s 10

symbol 171 \f "Wingdings" \s 10

symbol 171 \f "Wingdings" \s 10 ½
Directions:  Take PCH to Big Sycamore Canyon State Park, about 4-5 miles northwest of Kanan Road.  If you don’t want to pay the $5 fee for parking in the lot you can look for parking on PCH.  We’ll meet in front of the bathrooms, located just off of the main parking lot across PCH from the beach.

Sunday, June 27th:  Sycamore Canyon.  Riding through the Wendy Connector Trail we will fly down the famous blacktop hill into the picturesque Sycamore Canyon.  We will cruise to the beach and then climb back through the canyon.  This ride is approximately 16 miles round trip and should take about 2 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR = 
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Wendy exit in Newbury Park.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south on Wendi until it dead-ends at Potrero Road.  Park in the adjacent dirt parking area.

Mark’s Marvelous Meanders:

Sunday, June 27th:  Hike Old Boney to Caves.  Meeting time is 8:30 a.m. at the dirt parking lot at the south end of Wendy Drive.  Difficulty: moderate/strenuous - 11 miles with 900' elevation gain. 

Highlights: Rolling grasslands, Sycamore-shaded canyons, rugged mountain slopes, wildflowers and panoramic views of the Channel Islands to the Topa Topa mountains.  At the top we explore the caves!  This is an all day hike, plan on bringing lunch to eat at the top, and plenty of water and the usual provisions.

Directions:  Exit Wendy Drive from the 101 Fwy.  Turn SW.  Proceed to end of Wendy at Potrero Rd.  Meet in the dirt parking area.
Novel Nocturnal Rides:

Tuesday & Thursday Nights.  Meeting time is 6:00 p.m. and ride time is 6:15 p.m.  The length of all rides is between 10 & 15 miles with ride times of 1½ – 2½ hours.  The specific route taken will be determined at the trailhead.  Charlotte is the contact person for Tuesday night rides and Alan for Thursday.
Charlotte’s Cell #:  (805) 890-1234

Charlotte’s e-mail: Twirlygal2@aol.com
Alan’s Cell #:  (805) 405-1331

Alan’s e-mail: alan.sturm@verizon.net
Tuesday, June 1st:  Cheeseboro.  3 & 4 Star. Meeting place:  lower paved parking lot at Cheeseboro.

Thursday, June 3rd: Grasslands/Malibu Creek.  4 Star. Meeting place:  De Anza Park in Calabasas.

Tuesday, June 8th:  Lang Ranch/Long Canyon.  3 & 4 Star.  Meeting places:  trailhead at the north end of Westlake Blvd, or possible alternate at Wood Ranch Parkway in Simi. Check with ride leader to make sure someone will be at the Simi trailhead.
**Special note about Lang Ranch ride: Many of you have commented that this ride is too short. We have recently made changes that lengthen the ride to approximately 11 miles, and another option of about 13 miles. We have also added more single track, making this a fun ride that is long enough for a good workout. We have changed the name to reflect the changes.
Thursday, June 10th:  Cheeseboro.  4 Star. Meeting place:  lower paved parking lot at Cheeseboro.
Tuesday, June 15th:  Space Mountain. 3 & 4 Star.  Meeting place: dirt lot at south end of Moorpark Road.

Thursday, June 17th:  Sycamore Canyon.  4 Star.  Meeting place: Steve Clark’s house 3168 Holloway Ct.  (Take Wendy Drive towards Sycamore Cyn…about a mile after Kimber turn left onto Holloway…Steve’s house is on the right.)

Tuesday, June 22nd:  Wildwood.  3 & 4 Star.  Meeting place:  Dirt parking lot at the west end of Avenida de los Arboles. 

Thursday, June 24th:  Cheeseboro.  4 Star. Meeting place:  lower paved parking lot at Cheeseboro.

Tuesday, June 29th: Grasslands/Malibu Creek.  3 & 4 Star. Meeting place:  De Anza Park in Calabasas.

To have the newsletter mailed to you please send $15.00/year to Randy Rogers (address at top).

Make check to “Randy Rogers/NRMB”

That's all for this newsletter.  Say Happy Summer, Bob.  "Happy Summer Bob!"  

Hey Tam, school is finally out?   "Are you out of the third grade yet?”

And I will see you in the saddle,

Tamara    805 375-0709    MtnBykGirl@att.net

BackHills Bob    805 584-6831   bicyclebob3@goodtobebob.com

Ginni Whisnant  805-582-0424  MtnBykerChik@aol.com

Charlotte (805) 890-1234 Twirlygal2@aol.com

Joanna (805) 479-3087

Alan (805) 405-1331 alan.sturm@verizon.net

