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Calendar of Events

Saturday
May 1
9:00 a.m. ()
Tamara/SBMBC:  Charlton/Chilao Flats

Sunday
May 2
9:30 a.m. (½)
Tamara/Steve:  Ahmanson Ranch Loop

  Tuesday
May 4
6:00 p.m. ()
 Charlotte:  Sycamore Canyon
  & 
  Tuesday
May 4
5:30 p.m.  (½)
Ginni:  Grasslands

  Thursday
May 6
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Cheeseboro

Saturday
May 8
9:30 a.m. (½)
Randy:  Santa Rosa/Wildwood

Sunday
May 9
9:30 a.m. (½)
Tamara:  Sycamore Canyon from the Beach

  Tuesday
May 11
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Grasslands
  & 
  Tuesday
May 11
5:30 p.m.  ()
Ginni:  Cheeseboro

Thurs - Mon
May 13 - 17

Moab

Saturday
May 15
9:30 a.m. ()
Randy:  Space Mountain
 to 
Sunday
May 16
9:30 a.m. (½)
Charlotte:  Wood Ranch

  Tuesday
May 18
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Lang Ranch
  & 
  Tuesday
May 18
5:30 p.m.  (½)
Ginni:  Grasslands

  Thursday
May 20
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Space Mountain

Saturday
May 22
9:30 a.m. (½)
Randy:  Grasslands/Las Virgines View

Sunday
May 23
9:30 a.m. (½)
Ginni:  Grasslands 

Sunday
May 23
9:30 a.m. ()
Tamara:  COSCA/Sherwood Forest/Triunfo Loop

  Tuesday
May 25
6:00 p.m. ()
Charlotte:  Wildwood
 & 
  Tuesday
May 25
5:30 p.m. (½)
Ginni:  Wildwood

  Thursday
May 27
6:00 p.m. ()
Alan:  Sycamore Canyon

Saturday
May 29
9:30 a.m. ()
Mark:  Sycamore Canyon

Saturday
May 29
9:30 a.m. ()
Tamara/Iain:  Santa Barbara/Camuesa Connector Loop

Sunday
May 30
9:30 a.m. ()
Joanna:  Cheeseboro/Baleen Wall Loop
Sat & Sun
July 10 & 11

San Luis Obispo



Mid August

TBD

Sat & Sun
Sep 18 & 19

Big Bear

Fri – Sun
Oct 22 – 24

Kernville Fat Tire Festival

RDR = Ride Difficulty Rating:  

One star  represents an easy ride for beginners.  

Five stars  represents a difficult ride that is for advanced riders. 
The Fine Print

By riding with the North Ranch Mountain Bikers I understand and accept the following: 


I understand that mountain biking can be dangerous and accidents can result in either injury or death.  


I understand there is no charge for the bike rides.   


I understand that the trails the North Ranch Mountain Bikers ride may not be verified for safety or ridability. 


I understand that it is my responsibility to determine if my riding skills match the difficulty of the trail we are riding on. 

I understand that the ride leaders accept no responsibility for my safety on any ride and that I undertake any ride knowing that I and I alone am responsible for my safety on the ride.

News for Everybody:
May 13 – 17:  Moab!  Need I say more!!!  Join us for 3 glorious days of mountain biking at its finest.  Day 1:  Slick Rock.  Day 2:  Porcupine Rim.  Day 3:  Amassa Back.  There are even some easier rides in the area for any less aggressive riders that are interested in going, such as Gemini Bridges and Klondike Bluffs.  Please let Tamara know if you are interested in going so we can coordinate lodging and carpooling.  So far we have a total 33 people making the trek to Moab.  Also planned is a hike to Delicate Arch on Sunday afternoon and if there’s enough interest, we might even do a little river raft trip on the Colorado Saturday afternoon.

Meeting Time and Place for 1st Ride:  We will all meet Friday morning, May 14 at 9:00 am at my mobile home located at 201 East 100 North in Moab, unit #8.  It's only a couple blocks off of Main Street in downtown Moab.  Call me on my cell (805 490-3650) if you have any problems finding it.  From there we will caravan up to Slickrock.  Check out the following website for a map showing my location in Moab.  See you all there!!!  Don't be late!

http://maps.yahoo.com/py/maps.py?BFCat=&Pyt=Tmap&newFL=Use+Address+Below&addr=201+east+100+north&csz=moab+ut&Country=us&Get%A0Map=Get+Map
Randy's Renowned Rides:

Saturday, May 8th:  Santa Rosa/Wildwood Loop.  We start by climbing the hill behind CLU and traverse across the ridge toward the YMCA camp for a quick warm-up.  After a short stop we’ll retrace our tracks and cut-off onto the Santa Rosa trail that leads into Wildwood Park.  This is a very fun single track that is moderate to fairly technical.  There are some great views of the Santa Rosa Valley along the way.  Once down in Wildwood we’ll head out towards Lizard Rock via the Stagecoach single track or the fire road (your choice).  From here we will take the Lizard Rock single track down to the valley floor and head on to the falls.  Then there’s a climb up the Lynn Muir trail with lots of fun to be had on the little single track that leads out to Lynn Road.  From here it is just a short road ride back to the cars.  Meeting time: 9:30 a.m.
RDR  = ½

Directions:  Exit the 101 Freeway in Thousand Oaks at Lynn and head north for about four miles until you get to the CLU campus.  Turn left at Mountclef and park in the large dirt parking lot on your left.

Saturday, May 15th:  Space Mountain.  If you too are stuck at home while everyone else is off to Moab then perhaps you’d like to join me at Space Mountain so we can all commiserate together!  We will head up Space Mountain and then over to the picnic tables.  If the weather is nice we can proceed to Potrero and then head back to the cars.

Directions:  Exit Moorpark Road of the 101 Freeway in Thousand Oaks.  Go south for about two miles until the road ends and the large dirt parking lot.  See you there at 9:30 am.    RDR  =    to  
Saturday, May 22nd:  Grasslands/Las Virgines View.  We have ridden the Grasslands Trail a fair amount but have you yet gone on the Las Virgines View Trail on the east side of Las Virgines?  A few of us hearty folks have done this and it is a new 100% single-track ride.  The plan is to meet at DeAnza Park, ride into Malibu Creek State Park and on the way back ride to Mulholland Drive and then cross over to the new trail.  It is an out and back and then retrace your steps to the cars.
RDR = ½
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Lost Hills Road exit in Calabasas.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south toward the ocean.  Park in the lot for DeAnza Park located on the northwest corner of Lost Hills and Las Virgines Roads.  This is our meeting spot.  Meeting time is 9:30 am.
Tamara's Titillating Treks:

Please contact Tamara if you are interested in guest leading a ride.  If you have a favorite trail that we’ve not done before and you’d like to share it with the group let me know and we’ll work out the details.

Saturday, May 1st:  Charlton/Chilao Flats. This will be a joint ride with our friends from the SBMBC.  This ride is in the Arroyo Seco backcountry area of the San Gabriel Mountains. The ride begins in the Charlton Flats campground off Angeles Crest Hwy and winds through a section of challenging singletrack.  We’ll pass Chilao Station and pedal up a gradual climb on a fireroad leading to Mt. Hillyer and Horse Flats campground (elevation gain approximately 1000 ft).  At the top of the loop, the trail descends on a section of technical singletrack that should keep the more aggressive downhillers grinning all the way back to camp. This ride is approximately 20 miles and should take about 3.5 hours to complete. Meeting time is 9:00 a.m. and ride time is 9:15 a.m.  RDR  = 
Directions: Exit the 210 Freeway onto the Angeles Crest Highway 2 going north and proceed up Angeles Crest Hwy 2 for approximately 20 winding miles to Charlton Flats (the Visitor Center is located on the left hand side of the Hwy). Turn left (past the visitor center) onto a paved road for about 50 yards and turn right into the picnic area parking lot. We will meet here.

Sunday, May 2nd:  Ahmanson Ranch Loop.  Steve is the ride leader for this one.  Let’s do the first group ride in the new Ahmanson Ranch open space while the wildflowers are still blooming!  We’ll start at the bottom of Cheeseboro; ride over to Las Virgenes Canyon, then up the singletrack to the north access road and into Ahmanson Ranch.  From there we’ll ride to the end of the east access road on Canyonwood Drive, and back into Ahmanson and loop around the Laskey Mesa. Then it’s back to the Las Virgenes Canyon single track, up the horse track and back to Cheeseboro Canyon. This ride will be about 18 miles, 90% on fireroads, and should take about 3½ hours.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.
RDR = ½
Directions: Take the 101 Freeway to the Chesebro exit in Agoura.  Head north and make a quick right on Chesebro Road. Follow the narrow road one-mile and turn right at the park entrance. Continue up the paved road ¼ mile to the top parking lot. We will assemble there.

Sunday, May 9th:  Sycamore Canyon from the Beach.  We’ll begin by climbing the Overlook fireroad to the top, where we’ll take a fun and fast downhill shot of adrenaline on the Backbone singletrack.  From here we’ll ride up the Two Foxes singletrack over to the main fireroad and on to the Sin Nombre singletrack.  Then we’ll climb the Sagebrush singletrack up to the water tower.  From here it’s a fast and fun decent down Wood Canyon back out to the main fireroad and on to the cars at the beach.   This ride is approximately 20 miles round trip and should take about 3 hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR = ½ 
Directions:  Take PCH to Big Sycamore Canyon State Park, about 4-5 miles northwest of Kanan Road.  If you don’t want to pay the $5 fee for parking in the lot you can look for parking on PCH.  We’ll meet at the bathrooms, located just off of the main parking lot, closest to the beach.
Sunday, May 23rd:  COSCA/Sherwood Forest/Triunfo Loop.  We start at the trailhead behind K-mart and take the main fireroad up to where we cut-off and take the ridge route. The traverse across the ridge is moderate to very technical but don’t worry, you can walk the short section that is very technical.  After dropping down off the ridge we’ll take another fireroad a short distance and cutoff onto a short but challenging singletrack.  Then we’ll continue riding west on fireroads and take a delightful singletrack romp down through the “Sherwood Forest”.  After a short road ride we’ll do the whoop-de-doos and after another short road ride we’ll take the newer singletrack that leads back up to the main COSCA fireroad.  From here it is several miles of moderate fireroad to where we’ll cut-off onto the somewhat knarly Triunfo Singletrack.  From here it’s another short road ride back to the cars. This ride is approximately 16 miles round trip and should take about 3½ hours to complete. Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.  RDR   =  
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Hampshire Rd exit in Thousand Oaks.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south on Hampshire (towards the ocean).  Just after passing K-mart make a right onto Foothill Drive and park before the street begins to turn 90 degrees to the North.

Saturday, May 29th:  Santa Barbara – Camuesa Connector Loop.  Here’s a new ride that Iain will be leading us on.  We'll take the singletrack from the Lower Oso parking lot up to the upper parking lot and then bike up the Little Pine fireroad just over 3 miles.  Then we turn right onto the Camuesa connector trail.  This winding singletrack descends a short way before climbing steeply over a small saddle.  There are some very tight switchbacks here to challenge everyone.  Then we’ll descend on a narrow singletrack into and out of several knolls.  The trail has some great sections where you can let go of the brakes and accelerate rapidly, before braking into the next set of bends.  There are a few short climbs before coming to a short exposed section that can be walked.  It finishes with a fun switchback descent to the river where you might want to get your feet wet.  Here you can take a quick detour up the road to Redrock Campground where there are some of the best swimming pools and jump spots in the area.  There is an option for the energetic ones to do an extra loop on the Redrock/Gibraltar Dam loop.  This adds a fun, moderate 6 miles with plenty of stream crossings and access to some more remote swimming spots.  From Redrock Campground it is a mere 3 miles along a paved road back to the Lower Oso parking lot, so if you don't want to swim you can head straight back to the cars after the final descent.  Distance is 12 miles, or 19 with the extra loop, and should take about 3 - 4 hours.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.
RDR =    or   
Directions: Take the 101 north to Santa Barbara and exit "154/Lake Cachuma".  Go straight through the signal light, crossing Hollister Ave. This road will curve around to the left and leads to another major signal intersection, turn right. This is Hwy 154.  The 154 will head up and over the mountain. Once you cross a very long bridge look for the Paradise Road turn-off, and turn right. Drive several miles to the Forest Ranger kiosk, in the middle of the road, where you can purchase an Adventure Pass. Continue straight across the cement bridge through the riverbed and park in the Lower Oso parking lot on the right by the bathrooms. Here's where we'll meet to start our ride.  Plan for a 1 ½ to 1 ¾ hour drive to get there.  We’ll try to get some carpools formed for this ride.
Bob’s  BackHills  will  return  soon.

Ginni’s Gentle Get-Aways:

Sunday, May 23rd:  Grasslands.  The trail begins at Juan Bautista De Anza Park and meanders along until we reach the main part of Malibu Creek State Park. We'll go down into the park and continue on to the old MASH site and then on to the dam.  We’ll retrace our tracks, and then it’s off to lunch.    hyperlink "http://www.goodtobebob.com/malibu-creek.html" 
RDR =symbol 171 \f "Wingdings"½ 

Directions:   From the 101 Fwy, take the Lost Hills Road exit, in Calabasas, and go south for about 1 mile. Turn right into the De Anza Park lot (free) or park on the road. Meeting time is 9:30 a.m.
Charlotte’s Crusades (cell: 805-890-1234):
Sunday, May 16th:  Wood Ranch.  We start with a gradual climb out of Simi.  Then a short (0.1 mile) steep climb that turns into a gradual climb up to the start of a singletrack.  Then down the singletrack to a fire road, through a wooded area, then up a fire road to China Flats in Cheeseboro Canyon (yes, they do connect).  After doing a loop around China Flats, we’ll come back mostly the same way but then over to another fire road & up some steep singletrack.  Then we drop down to the parking area via some more singletrack.  The ride will last about 3 to 3 ½ hours.  Meet us at 9:30 am and we'll get rolling by 9:45 am.    RDR  = ½
 

Directions:  From the 23 Fwy, take the Olsen Road exit in Thousand Oaks.  Go east for 1.8 miles until you reach Wood Ranch Parkway & turn right.  Go about 2 miles, to the end, where it meets Long Canyon Road.  Park in the newly paved parking area on the south west corner of Wood Ranch & Long.
Joanna's Joyous Jaunts:

Sunday, May 30th:  Cheeseboro/Baleen Wall Loop.  We’ll start off on the Sulphur Springs Trail and cutoff on the Cheeseboro Ridge Fireroad (Baleen Wall) and make a moderate climb up to the rocky overlook at the top.  From here it is mostly downhill back to the cars via the Sulphur Springs Trail.  The ride is approximately 11 miles and should take about 2 – 2 ½ hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.  RDR = 
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Chesebro exit in Agoura.  Head north and make a right on Chesebro Road.  Follow the narrow road one-mile and turn right at the park entrance.  Continue up the paved road ¼ mile to the top parking lot.  We will assemble there.

Mark’s Marvelous Meanders:

Saturday, May 29th:  Sycamore Canyon. We will ride the Wendy connector trail over to the Big Sycamore Fireroad and pedal all the way down to the beach.  After a break we’ll head back to the cars via the same path as before.  This ride is approximately 16 miles round trip and should take about 2 ½ hours to complete.  Meeting time is 9:30 a.m. and ride time is 9:45 a.m.    RDR =  
Directions:  Take the 101 Freeway to the Wendy exit in Newbury Park.  At the end of the off-ramp proceed south on Wendy until it dead-ends at Potrero Road.  Park in the adjacent dirt parking area

Novel Nocturnal Rides:

Tuesday & Thursday Nights.  Meeting time is 6:00 p.m. and ride time is 6:15 p.m.  The length of all rides is between 10 & 15 miles with ride times of 1½ – 2½ hours.  The specific route taken will be determined at the trailhead.  Charlotte is the contact person for Tuesday night rides and Alan for Thursday.

Charlotte’s Cell #:  (805) 890-1234

Charlotte’s e-mail: Twirlygal2@aol.com
Alan’s Cell #:  (805) 405-1331

Alan’s e-mail: alan.sturm@verizon.net
Tuesday, May 4th:  Sycamore Canyon.  3 & 4 Star.  Meeting place:  Steve Clark’s house 3168 Holloway Ct.  (Take Wendy Drive towards Sycamore Cyn…about a mile after Kimber turn left onto Holloway…Steve’s house is on the right.)

Thursday, May 6th:  Cheeseboro.  4 Star.  Meeting place:  lower paved parking lot at Cheeseboro.
Tuesday, May 11th: Grasslands/Malibu Creek.  3 & 4 Star.  Meeting place:  De Anza Park in Calabasas.

Tuesday, May 18th:  Lang Ranch.  3 & 4 Star.  Meeting place:  trailhead at the north end of Westlake Blvd.

Thursday, May 20th:  Space Mountain.  4 Star.  Meeting place:  dirt lot at south end of Moorpark Road.

Tuesday, May 25th:  Wildwood.  3 & 4 Star.  Meeting place:  Dirt parking lot at the west end of Avenida de los Arboles. 

Thursday, May 27th:  Sycamore Canyon.  4 Star.  Meeting place: Steve Clark’s house 3168 Holloway Ct.  (Take Wendy Drive towards Sycamore Cyn…about a mile after Kimber turn left onto Holloway…Steve’s house is on the right.)
To have the newsletter mailed to you please send $15.00/year to Randy Rogers (address at top).

Make check to “Randy Rogers/NRMB”

That's all for this newsletter.  Say Happy Memorial Day, Bob.  "Happy Memorial day Bob!"  

Hey Tam, I am a veteran, and ex Navy pilot?   "No wonder you never crash!”

And I will see you in the saddle,

*Rev 1: Future trips info added for Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct.

*Rev 2: Mark’s Sycamore ride added May 29.
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Tamara    805-375-0709    MtnBykGirl@att.net

BackHills Bob    805-584-6831   bicyclebob3@goodtobebob.com

Ginni Whisnant    805-582-0424    MtnBykerChik@aol.com

Charlotte    805-890-1234    Twirlygal2@aol.com

Joanna    805-479-3087

Alan    805-405-1331    alan.sturm@verizon.net
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